St Gregory’s Catholic Primary School
Grange Road, Northampton NN3 2AX
Tel: 01604 403511/409582
Headteacher: Mrs Niamh Rolph
www.stgregoryscatholicprimaryschool.org.uk

Dear Parents/Carer,

We have been informed of some children in the school using an app called
‘TikTok.” It is an app which is a global video community where users create,
share and discover ‘funny and memorable moments’ via short video clips.
TikTok was formerly known as ‘Musical.ly’, before it was rebranded. In early
2019, TikTok was hit with a £4.2m fine in the US over child data privacy
concerns.

Children should be over 13 to use this app and if parents allow children to use
it, it is important that children’s profiles are set to private. Anyone in the world
can google the children’s videos and anyone can comment if privacy settings
have not been applied.

Please see the guidance on the back of this letter for your information. If you
would like any more guidance, please visit:
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/wake-up-wednesday/tiktok-guide-

for-parents/

Please can | also remind you that the legal age limit for Instagram and
WhatsApp is 13. Please be aware that if your child is using these apps with your
permission, we strongly recommend that their profiles are set to private and
the content posted and commented on is monitored.

Yours sincerely,

Miss Kelk

Assistant Headteacher and E-Safety Leader
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DISCUSSTHE PITFALLS
OF OVERSHARING

Encourage your child to always think before they do, say,
Bhe or post amything onfine. Explain that their ‘digital
foatprint’ thapes their onfine reputation and the way that
other pecple soe them. Something they may find funay and
entertaining now may impact them in the future Talk about
how to deal with peer pressure and how doing something
they think will impress others could aflect them. Remind
them that they do not have to de anything they are not
cemfartable with. To ensure that there's ne way of anyone
tracking your childs location or identity, make it clear to
them that they should never im a video in their school
uniform or near 3 landmark that gives away where they live

HANDLING CRITICISM

While it's fantastic 1o see your chidd being ceative and
expressive and bonding with people with similar
interests, they need 1o be aware that not everyune will be
wppertive anline. Comments can be negative or eves
cruel. Make sure your child knows how to comment
respectfully and bandle negative feedback. In the app's
Privacy and Safety setth your chidd can decide who can
resct to their videos, who can comment, and who can
send them private chat messsges. We suggest altesing
these settings 10 anly their friends can interact with their
posts

and

dance moves in videos can be overtly sex:
provocative. Thare have also been reports
some users sharing concarning content, -
videos that promote anorexia, porn, self-harm
and violence.

REPORT INAPPROPRIATE
CONTENT

If you or your chiid sees something inapprepriate on

TikTok, yeu cam flag up an account, video, comment ar chat
ig-tal Wellheing'

by timply tapping Report’ in the app's Di
feature. t :95 also an ‘Enbanced Restricted Mode
limitng appearance of vid eos which may be inappropriate.

USE A PRIVATE ACCOUNT

Setting up a private account means that only peaple whe
you and your child approve of can see thewr creations. Te
make an sccount private, tap the theee dots at the top right
of the screen to access settings. Click Privacy and Safety
Scroll dowa untd you find ‘Private Account’ and turn this
setting on

SIGNING UPWITHTHE
CORRECT AGE

When signing up, usen sre prompted to input a their
of birth. if the inputted date of Birth means your child is
under 13, the app will block them Mowwver, this doesn't
prevent your (h&) from lying about thew age. The app s
intended for users aged 13+, 30 explain the rating is there

for a reason; to keep them protected fram online

is actually possible to watc
an account, 30 make sure your child, if under 13, hasa't

down! od .

angers it
TikTok videos without creating

USETHE'DIGITAL
WELLBEING'SETTING

i you're concemmed about how kang your child it spending
on TikTok, it has a setting called ital Wellbeing which
allows you to manage the nm«:uo?al screen time your
child can have. We also advise that you tum off push
notficatons in the seftings to pravent you child from
receiving ‘spam-hike’ notifications from TikTok that
encourage users to go on the app.

DISCUSS IN-APP
PURCHASES

To lower the risk of your child making acidental in- app
purchases, teach them exactly what in app purchases ace
and the rishs of making them without permission. Tell
thern that they are nat estential to enjoy the app and that
if they want to make a purchase, they thould dways atk
you beforehand. in the app's ‘Digital Wellbesng feature,
there is the option to disable the function of purchasing
coins and sending gifts.

ccosnt Siktoktips, Tik
ablished Ti

Users cam also follow the
official accownt fromted by o
offers us

platform, rather than hic



